C-band differentiation between the chromosomes of two subspecies of the chironomid midge Chironomus thummi.
The metaphase chromosomes of Chironomus th. thummi contain approximately 17% more pericentric C-band heterochromatin than the chromosomes of Chironomus th. piger with 11% heterochromatin. In Ch. th. thummi, the proportion of heterochromatin appeared to be much larger in metaphase chromosomes than in polytene chromosomes. This discrepancy is interpreted as being due to the specific chromosome organization and not as the result of an underreplication of heterochromatin during polytenization.